
Minutes of a Remote Meeting of Nantmel Community Council on Thursday 16th March 2023 
Present:
Cllr A Bates, K Curry, J Morgan, L Walton-Powell


Apologies:
Cllr J Harris, P Bowen


Absent:

Cllr R Lewis, J Price
NC 22/23
Declarations of Interest



None
NC 23/23
Minutes



The Minutes of 16th February 2023 were confirmed and signed.

NC 24/23
Information from Minutes
a) Iman Casings Odour
Cllr Curry reported the following email from PCC Environmental Health:
“Since my last email to you dated the 16/2/23 I have visited the complainant’s premises on 3 occasions and witnessed some odour on 1 of these visits. 
I have asked the complainant to continue to maintain a diary and I will endeavour to visit to assess the odour as and when available to do so, and if the diary times and dates show any trend then such visits would then be tailored.”

The following response was sent to Fay Jones MP from Cabinet Member for A Safer Powys:

“Iman Casing operates a food producing company and livestock collection centre (CC) from their site at Caerfagu. The Food Standards Agency (FSA) has responsibility for the licensing of, and enforcement in respect of the food production site, Natural Resources Wales (NRW) have responsibilities for any pollution risks from the site whereas the Local Authority (LA) has enforcement responsibilities with regard to the livestock CC and nuisance matters.
Our Trading Standards Service received several recent complaints alleging that Iman Casing were spreading waste material on nearby farms and common land.  As a result of those complaints contact was made with the FSA, APHA and NRW and several joint inspections made to the premises to investigate the allegations. During those inspections it was initially determined that the site stored a number of Animal By Products (ABP`s) namely, animal waste from the livestock CC which is permitted to be spread on land, subject to certain restrictions; washings from the CC, which again are permitted to be spread on land; and washings from the food production plant that contained mucosa and as such was classed as category 3 ABP that was not permitted to be spread on land, instead having to be disposed of to an approved carrier/waste disposal company.  From the initial inspections it was not possible to evidence that any category 3 ABP was being illegally spread and appropriate advice was given to the plant’s owner regarding the disposal of waste from the premises.
Further reports were received that waste was continuing to be spread which had an unpleasant odour and thought to be ABP.  As a result of those complaints spot checks were undertaken by Trading Standards staff following the complaints with a view to catching the tanker transporting waste from the site activity spreading the waste.  If caught it was intended to take samples from the waste in the tanker to determine the category of ABP being spread and if appropriate, take enforcement action against the Company.  Unfortunately, it was not possible during those checks to locate the spreading taking place.
A further joint inspection was undertaken to the plant with the FSA during which it was established that they had ceased to use the livestock CC and that they had changed their ABP storage tanks with additional screens having been installed to remove any mucosa from the plant washings. With the new screens in place the resultant washing were now being stored in a second tank and it was from this tank that waste was being spread onto land.  FSA advice received was that the content of this second tank was no longer classed as an ABP and was therefore permitted to be spread on land.  At the same time FSA undertook an audit of the plant`s ABP disposal records and were satisfied that they appeared to be correct and sufficient in numbers/quantity to account for the ABP produced at the plant and on that basis the LA`s investigation into the matter was concluded.
Whilst Environmental Health Officers in Environmental Protection are involved in ongoing investigations into alleged nuisance from odour, the complaint that has been sent to you alleging that waste is being discharged directly onto the grounds within the site is not enforceable by our Trading Standards or Environmental Health teams. The FSA is responsible for activities that are undertaken on the site, and it would be for them to consider and advise on accordingly with input from the NRW if deemed appropriate. “
b) Radnorshire Steam Roller and Live In Van
Cllr Curry reported that despite several emails to PCC Legal Department, he had received no response since November 2022.  He will continue to chase this.
c) Drains – Carmel Lane
Cllr Morgan reported that now work had been carried out despite reports from this council to the County Councillor.
Resolved: Clerk to report this via the online mechanism.

NC 25/23
Planning
None.
NC 26/23
Correspondence
a) One Voice Wales – Renewal - £126

Resolved: to renew the subscription on 01.04.23

b) Independent Renumeration Panel – Members Allowances

The Clerk circulated a report from the IRP stating that it is mandatory for Town & Community Councils to offer each member an annual allowance of £152 along with an allowance of £56 for consumables.  It is not mandatory for members to accept.
Resolved: the Clerk will issue forms for completion in April.

NC 27/23
Finances

a) Clerk’s Expenses – Sept – March - £118.03

Resolved: to approve this payment
NC 28/23
Grant Applications 


There were none.
NC 29/23
Broadband Project
Cllr Curry updated members on a recent discussion with Reece of Broadway Partners.
Broadway is currently going through a re-branding exercise to Broadway Broadband.

The following timetable is in place:

· Cabinet installed within 4-5 weeks
· Building will be from May and completed by autumn
· Registered residents will be contacted shortly to request they get their voucher
· Post & Conduit surveys have been undertaken by STL and Jorvyl.

NC 30/23
Nantmel School
The Clerk had obtained a copy of the plans for Penybont Hall and 
a meeting is to be arranged with Pantydwr Hall for Cllr Curry and the Chair to visit their Hall and view paper plans.
The Clerk will contact Dolau Hall to see if they have plans available and obtain copies from other halls for comparison.

NC 31/23
County Councillors Report


None.
NC 32/23
Other Matters

a) Coronation Celebrations
Cllr Curry had been contacted by a resident with regard to using the Nantmel Car Park for a Coronation celebration.  The Clerk had contacted PCC Highways to obtain permission, which was granted.

The Clerk had passed this information to Cllr Curry, who, in turn, had passed this back to the resident, mentioning the possibility of applying for a grant to the Community Council.  No request had been received to date.

Cllr Walton-Powell would be interested in helping out and agreed to Cllr Curry passing on her contact details to the resident.

The Chair mentioned some item to commemorate the Coronation. Trees, Picnic Tables and Benches were discussed.  The Clerk shared some suitable recycled street furniture with the meeting.

Resolved: to put this on the agenda for the April meeting.

b) Pot Holes, Bryn Nicholas Lane

The Chair reported an issue with pot holes on Bryn Nicholas lane on behalf of Cllr Harris.
Resolved: the Clerk will report this via the PCC on line reporting system.

c) Enquiry – Local History

The Clerk had received an enquiry about The Vicarage. It was suggested that she send details of the Radnorshire Society to the enquirer.

.


